LANDSIDE ACCESS TO U.S. PORTS

Half of all ports, and nearly two-thirds of container ports, face growing
traffic congestion of the major truck routes that serve their terminals.

Infrastructure Impediments

Among the infrastructure inadequacies faced by port officials, two
problems stand out. The survey results indicate that half of all ports,
and nearly two-thirds of container ports, face growing traffic conges-
tion on the major truck routes that serve their terminals (Table ES-1).
Such congestion increases transport costs and vehicular emissions
that degrade air quality. Almost half of the ports report that the rail
lines serving their terminals have many at-grade crossings of local
streets (Table ES-1). As a result, long, highly efficient trains that serve
the ports can tie up traffic on local streets.

Besides these infrastructure problems, about one-third of container
ports responding to the survey do not have bridge or tunnel clear-
ances sufficient to accommodate the most productive double-stack
trains (Table ES-1).